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OSMINGTON MINING LEASES 

828. Hon ADELE FARINA to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to the renewal of three mining leases at Osmington on about 29 or 30 September 2010. 

(1) Will the minister table the new mining leases and all the conditions attached to each of the mining 
leases? 

(2) If no, why not? 

(3) Does the minister agree with the statement made by Mr Bob Stevens, the minister’s principal policy 
adviser, in an email dated October 2010 that, “A mining lease does not in itself confer any right to 
commence mining operations thereon”, and with another statement made in a separate email of the 
same date that, “These leases are only titles which give no authority to mine”? 

(4) How does the minister reconcile those statements with the minister’s statements about sovereign risk 
should the government stop the proposed coalmine or if the government had determined to not renew 
the leases? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes. I seek leave to table a mining tenement register search for each of the three renewed mining leases. 
The register search includes applicable conditions. 

Leave granted. [See paper 2737.] 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Yes. 

(4) A mining lease does not in itself confer a right to carry out mining operations thereon. However, a 
granted mining lease is an essential prerequisite for such activity and must exist over the subject land 
before mining operations could be approved and commenced on that land. The lessee has a number of 
legal rights and is entitled to exercise those rights. One of these is the right to submit to the state 
government for its consideration a proposal to mine on the mining lease. This is a detailed process that 
culminates in a decision to either approve or refuse to approve a mining proposal. 

The seven key mining leases at Osmington, including the three recently renewed “as of right” under 
section 78(1) of the Mining Act 1978, were granted some 21 years ago by a previous state Labor 
government and have since been kept in good standing by the lessees, including the payment of many 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in lease rents to the government and rates to the local shire council. 
Any decision by the state government to now attempt to arbitrarily remove from the lessees the long-
held rights conferred by these mining leases by either refusing to renew the leases—albeit that was not 
an option in this case, as was previously explained to the honourable member—or refusing to properly 
consider on its merit any mining proposal submitted by the lessees would project a most unfortunate 
message of significant sovereign risk and uncertainty of title in Western Australia to investors and 
proponents in the state’s minerals and petroleum resources industries. 

 


